Saint Brigid Newsletter– Sixty-Fifth Edition, 1/8/2020
At Saint Brigid of Kildare, nourished by the Word and Sacraments, we find life in Christ by
gathering disciples for worship, service, and education.
From the Principal’s Desk
As I watched the news about the violent protests this week at the Capitol, I felt very sad. It
was disheartening to think that there are those who feel that violence is an appropriate way to
protest. It is disheartening to think that some people have so little respect and trust for the system
of government we have in place and the election process. It is disheartening to me to think that
there are those who feel that their opinions, needs and wants are somehow more important than
those of another. Equally disheartening to me, though, has been the response of many on social
media.
In this month of Respect Life, I think it particularly important for us to take notice of how we
communicate with others. We can share disappointment and take issue with actions without
berating people. Inflammatory language that incites violence is never okay. While we have
freedom of speech, we have a responsibility to speak appropriately, in ways that respect the lives
around us.
Respect Life means to respect the unborn and the born, the poor and the rich, the homeless,
the sick, the elderly, the immigrant, the handicapped, the marginalized, those in prison and the
mentally ill. If we truly respect life, then we see each of those individuals as children of God. If they
are children of God, they are worthy of respect, hope, and love. Each decision that we make in
regards to those around us should reflect that. Neither political party does this perfectly. That is
why we have a responsibility as Americans to hold our leaders accountable to the needs of all
people within our country. We need to hold ourselves accountable to their needs as well.
Continued on page 5
From the Pastor

Happy New Year! We all thought 2020 was epic and then January 6 happened. As we seek
to be a place of Christ centered learning, I want to call us all back to Christ. The world is far from a
peaceful place if we don’t focus on Christ. Mrs. Wilkowski has written a heart felt column and challenges us all to Respect Life. We respect life because all life is a gift from God.
2020 saw us make many changes to preserve life, 2021 has started off rough (literally) but
we can choose how we respond to the events of the day. We can turn to Christ—who spreads light
and hope or we can turn toward those ways we try to fill ourselves up quickly.
As we prepare to return to school in person have you and your family returned to worship in
person? Mass is not just the Eucharist we consume or the well crafted Homily that Fr. Marc, Fr.
Rob, Fr. Joe or I or any other priest or deacon delivers. Mass is the complete offering of our lives to
the Father and the reorientation of life to the true North of God’s abiding presence. His will is for us
all to be united in Heaven.
2021 is far too young to be considered another wasted year with polictics, pandemic and violence. Make 2021 a year centered on Christ and when focus on him, you find—joy, peace, hope
and life!

Student Council and Student Leadership News
Great News! Our student council has raised a total of $1936.56 for a water bottle refill station. The
winner of the penny war contest was the fourth grade. Of course, all students will be winners when
we can have the water bottle station open for student use! The service project for students in
grades k-5 is an on your own project; the students will make a card or write a letter to a staff
member that they are thankful for. This is a great project to get them ready to do a similar thing
during Catholic Schools Week.
Our spirit days have been moved to Thursday, January 21 – K-5 will Dress like someone else
(matching day) . Grades 6-8 will have black and white day. Their service project is a donation
drive for the Humane Society .

SCRIP Updates
Happy New Year!! Just a reminder… you can always ship your orders to home or place in your ewallet. Orders can be placed anytime during our remote learning but will not be ready for pickup
until January 22nd at the Scrip table.
We need volunteers to sell scrip! Physical scrip cards will be sold in front of the church from 2:45 3:15 pm normally on Monday and Friday afternoons.
Sign Up here! https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0845acad22abfe3-january1
Scrip = Free Money!!!
If you're new to scrip, you may wonder what in the world it is. Just think of it as free money with the
only "catch" being that you need to plan ahead a little bit. Last year, families earned over $8800 in
money for tuition and nearly $7000 for PTO! Scrip is a great way to make money for PTO and to
earn money towards your family's tuition, and it's EASY.
You buy a gift card from St. Brigid scrip program, say $100 for Meijer or Speedway, and you spend
that $100 card. However, because we can buy the cards at a discounted price, you earn a rebate
on the card purchase. For Meijer and Speedway, the rebate is 3% and 4% respectively, but some
retailers offer rebates up to 25%!
Once you earn $100 in rebates for PTO, 25% of further rebates go to PTO and 75% goes to your
family's tuition or if you prefer, to another family's tuition, Guardian Angel Scholarship Fund, or
PTO. Purchase cards for gas, groceries, coffee, eating out, gifts, and much more - even back to
school needs!
You can always order and pay electronically at shopwithscrip.com or by using new RaiseRight
app. Electronic scrip cards or reloads are available for Staples, Walmat, Meijer, Speedway,
Amazon, Target, and many, many more. We also sell physical gift cards at dismissal time on
Mondays and Fridays.
If you have any questions or want to volunteer, please email stbrigidscrip@hotmail.com.

Thank you to the Room Parents who helped with Christmas Parties, to our recess volunteers, our
Book Fair coordinator, our SCRIP coordinators, our Geometry volunteer and to all who help to keep
Saint Brigid running smoothly.

Kindergarten Open House
Mark your calendars! February 11, 2021 at 6pm we will hold a kindergarten open house for those
interested in learning more about our 2021-2022 kindergarten program! We are able to be in
person since students will be out of the building for professional development on Friday, February
12, 2021. Tell a friend and watch for postcards to go out closer to that date!
NWEA Testing
NWEA test are scheduled to begin on January 20, 2021. We did not think it would be appropriate
to give this test to students in grades K-5 while they are virtual. Please be sure that students get
adequate rest each evening and eat a good breakfast so that they are at their best for testing.

March for Life
On Friday, January 22, 2021, 7th and 8th grade will celebrate mass at Saint Brigid for Right
to Life. Students will do a short march around Midland following the Mass. Permission slips
will go home before with 7th and 8th grade students on January 18th and must be returned
signed by Thursday, January 17th in order for them to march.
There is no Diocesan bus going to Washington, D.C. this year due to COVID-19.
Open Enrollment
January 11th begins our open enrollment period for 2021-2022 registration for current Saint Brigid
families. Log in to your Skyward to see the editable enrollment forms.
Enrollment caps are set at 22 for Kindergarten through second grades and 25 for third through eighth
grades. We are highly committed to you, our Saint Brigid family, and want to be able to reserve your
place for next year. Because of that, it is important that you complete the re-enrollment process via
Skyward no later than Friday, March 26, 2021. You will always be able to enroll at Saint Brigid but,
depending upon numbers of registrations, you may be placed on a waiting list if your paperwork is not
completed as requested.
The steps to complete re-enrollment are as follows: Log into Skyward, Click on “Go to 2021-2022 Online
Re-Enrollment for (Student)”, Complete all forms #1-5, finally click attachments to complete the printable
forms, and finally, click Submit online re-enrollment. If you need assistance with either your Skyward
login or password, please call Ryan Delaney, office manager, at 989-835-9481, ext. 48.
Again, Saint Brigid families are important to us and we want to assure that your spot for next year will be
held for you. Please help us in our planning process by submitting your paperwork and online enrollment
by March 26, 2021.

Welcome New Staff Members
I would like to take a moment to introduce Ryan Delaney, our new office manager. Ryan has a Bachelor's
Degree in Business Administration and Accounting. He has worked most recently as an accountant at Quast
Janke and Co. and was a front desk receptionist at Family and Children's Services.

He is very excited to work in a school to be able to interact with students, teachers and parents. He is
proficient in various software programs and is eager to learn.
Ryan will begin training with Tracey this week. Feel free to stop and introduce yourself once school
resumes. Welcome, Ryan!
I would also like to take a moment to introduce Sr. Maria José Perez, R.S.M. as our new director of
evangelization. She is currently completing a master’s in elementary and secondary administration and has
served as campus minster at Saint Louis Catholic High School, Louisiana, and as both a religion and science
teacher in Sydney Australia. Sr. Mary José Perez also joined the sisters of Mercy at a May Crowning here at
Saint Brigid three years ago and spoke with our students about how they entered into the religious life. She
will speak to students again during Catholic School Week this year. We are delighted to welcome sister to
the school!

From the Principal’s Desk continued
On January 18th, we celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr. King preached nonviolence . He
pointed out things that needed to change but did so in a way that showed that he respected the lives
of those around him. He preached love over hate. Language that fuels fear and hatred have
no place in our country, especially in the lives of those who call themselves Christian. For we have
no better example of how to love than that of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Jesus worked among those whom we see as the outsiders of society; the sick, the poor, the
outcast, the foreigners, the sinners. He reminded us that those among us who are without sin
should cast the first stone. There are none among us without sin and yet it seems that everyone is
eager to throw stones.
I am particularly concerned about the example that we set for our children if we condone
violence and words that degrade or demean others.
Maybe in this first month of this new year, we can make a resolution to work on making
choices that promote the respect of life. If we treat all people as children of God and therefore,
worthy of love, it can change our lives, our community and provide and example of peace that the
world so desperately needs. Let there be peace on Earth, and let it begin with me.

You should have been contacted by your Raffle Ticket Coordinator (RTC) to notify
you of the opportunities for you to participate in our major fundraiser this year – our
Emerald Evening. Instead of an in-person event, we are holding an exciting
raffle! The winning tickets will be drawn during a LIVE Facebook event on Saturday,
March 6th, 2021.
Each family will be asked to sell 10 tickets. Here are the details:
The cost of each ticket is $100 and the prizes are INCREDIBLE!
1st Prize - $15,000 cash
2nd Prize - $5,000 cash
3rd Prizes – $1,000 cash (10 of these will be drawn)
There will be 12 chances to win big money PLUS there will be AMAZING weekly
prize drawings for both ticket buyers and sellers beginning January 14th. Feel free to
start making your list of potential buyers and secure early sales ASAP! Flyer for ticket
sales will go out the week of December 14th! Tickets will be sold online so anyone,
anywhere can purchase! This will be a fun way to spend your winter….watching the
drawings each week for your chance to win great prizes and tuning in to the
Facebook LIVE event!
Watch your email for a message from one of these RTC’s:
Jennifer West
Laura Wilkowski
Angelina Mitus
Beth McLaren

Corie Wyatt
Teresa George
Deanna Gambrell

EVERY student directly benefits from the proceeds of Emerald Evening. Thank you
for being a part of fulfilling our mission of supporting Catholic education in Midland at
our wonderful St. Brigid Catholic School!

Thank you to our Emerald Evening Sponsors! Please patronize their
businesses and thank them for supporting Saint Brigid Catholic School!

