Saint Brigid Newsletter– Sixty-Second Edition, 11/4/ 2020
At Saint Brigid of Kildare, nourished by the Word and Sacraments, we find life in Christ by
gathering disciples for worship, service, and education.
From the Principal’s Desk (Back at the Desk!!)

The year 2020 has been filled with reasons to complain and reasons to worry: a worldwide
pandemic, localized natural disaster (flooding), natural disasters across the country (fires,
hurricanes, and ,most recently, snow). On top of these, we have had a very polarized election,
racial issues, and violence. One might wonder, can it get any worse?
It is easy to get bogged down in the negatives during tough times. It is easy to see nothing but
gloom and doom. I explained it to a student recently as very much like doing a puzzle and looking
only at one piece and trying to describe the whole puzzle. It gives you a very skewed picture.
Watching the news or reading the newspapers can add to that skewed view.
If we are to get a more complete view of the way life really is, than it is as important to focus on the
positives in life as on the negatives– arguably more important, as life, in my opinion, is really very
beautiful with some tough spots interspersed throughout.
If I think about the past twenty four hours, I can focus on the fact that we had nothing at all to report
about the Coronavirus for our school and now I do. I can focus on the fire on the news, the
stabbing, the surge in cases here or there.
Or I can focus on the rest of the picture. We had another day of school in person, a chilly but
beautiful day of recess, we finished our first nine weeks in person, my family is healthy, I have a job
that I love and a staff that is fabulous and dedicated. I had the ability to go to church on Sunday.
Most importantly, I have a God who loves me despite all of my shortcomings. I feel His presence in
each day of my work week.
I feel gratitude for what I have. The month of November culminates in Thanksgiving. This is a
perfect time for us to remember all that we have to be thankful for. It is more important during
difficult times to remember all that we have to be grateful for. It inspires us to continue to look for
the pieces of the puzzle that help to complete the picture. It inspires us to create a reason for
others to be thankful.
It reminds me what the Eucharist is all about– thanksgiving. Take time each day this month with
your children to talk about what you have to be thankful for. Try to add three new items to your
gratitude list each day. When the month is over, you should have lot of pieces to help you to see
just how beautiful your life is.

St. Brigid Fall Book Fair!
We are excited to announce the upcoming St. Brigid School fall book fair! It will run on Monday, November
16 and Tuesday, November 17, 2020 during the school day only. Due to COVID restrictions, we are holding
a “contactless book fair” this year. We will still be receiving cases of physical books at the school, but they
are there only to fill orders. Students will peruse the book fair in their classrooms and at home, via a 360*
virtual tour, and make their wishlists the week before the book fair. These wishlists will still go home for
families to reference. We will also include an Internet link that families can use to access the 360* virtual
book fair preview at home. A flyer and an order form will also go home.
Families will have the opportunity to send in orders with students to school on the 16th and 17th and we will
fill the orders on these two days. Books will go home with the students on the day that they bring in their
orders. We will accept cash, check and e-wallet (a credit/debit card option set up through Scholastic). Also,
if there are any home-school families who would like to participate in our “contactless book fair”, please let
me know and we will be happy to fill your orders, too.
In addition to this, we will have on-line ordering through Scholastic that will count toward our book fair
totals. On-line orders will be shipped to your home and not filled at the school. On-line orders are available
November 11th through November 24th. Our school’s Scholastic webpage is located at
https://www.scholastic.com/bf/stbrigidofkildareschool
Happy Reading!
Corie Wyatt

810-626-8843
coriewyatt@gmail.com

Picture Retakes
Picture retake day is scheduled for Wednesday, November 11, 2020. We realize it is a Mass
day. Students that are having retakes may change into their picture clothing after Mass.
If you need an order form, please let us know and we will send one home with your child(ren).
Note: If the reason for the retake is photographer error, then there will be no charge. If the reason
for the retakes is a personal decision you WILL be charged for the pictures.

Living Rosary
If you have not already done so, please set aside some time to pray the rosary with your family
using our school’s Living Rosary. This rosary is put together using prayers from the students and
staff can be found at:
https://zoom.us/rec/share/2PSOrZgcIjb9XQqUkJlZhgWGLlx3wzNXETPIHePiZ6H7a5df9FWl_JZpLozXHKUH.gJSlmcSjIa2MtxeU?
startTime=1603992184000

Catholic Family Services Lends an Ear
Catholic Family Services has committed to help provide services for Saginaw Diocese Catholic Schools this year. The events of 2020
have been hard on many adults. For some of our students, they have been very hard too. Problems that seem too big for our kids
to tackle can affect their relationships, their academic performance and their outlook on life.
Catholic Family Services has agreed to come into the school on Thursday mornings to work with students who need to talk . For
those reluctant to talk to a counselor, consider this: if you were sick, wouldn’t you go to a doctor? Your mental health is as
important as your physical health. Sometimes, you just need an objective person to listen to your troubles and provide a unique
and objective perspective. Counselling can also help to arm your students with strategies to help to deal with problems.
Parents interested in seeking these counselling times for your child should come to the office to complete a parent consent form in
front of Tracey Shark or Laura Wilkowski as the form must be witnessed by school personnel. There is a fee attached to the
services but it will be substantially less than fees charged by counsellors outside of this organization and assistance is available for
those who need it.
In addition to individual sessions, they may be able to provide some group sessions for the class on a variety of topics including
making friends, self-esteem, kindness, character counts or virtues. If teachers would like to employ one of these services, they will
obtain permission from each parent before the session.

Travel Reminder
A reminder that with the number of cases of COVID-19 rising, it is more important than ever if you
must travel, please do expect to quarantine your child before returning to school. For questions
about your travel, you may call the office to talk with Laura Wilkowski. Thank you for doing your part
to keep others safe!

Saint Brigid Students Study the Saints
Several of our Saint Brigid students have been studying the Saints in preparation for
All Saint’s Day (11/1/2020). Be sure to ask them about what they learned!

Midland County Department of Public Health is hosting a WALK-IN FLU CLINIC
Time: 9 am to 6 pm
When/Where:
Holiday Inn Conf. Center (810 Cinema Dr) — Tuesday, November 3
Homer Twp. Fire Dept (222 S. Homer Rd) — Wednesday, November 18
Please print and complete the flu shot form before you arrive,:

https://www.midlandps.org/Flu-clinic-Form-2020-2021

Parent Teacher Conferences
We have received approval to do in-person Parent-Teacher Conferences with some
modifications to our November schedule.
Thursday, November 12th was initially scheduled to be a half-day of school. It is now a day off from
school so that we can have in-person conferences on the evening of Wednesday, November 11th
from 4:30-8 pm. Because of the extra people in the building, there will be no after-school care on
Wednesday, November 11th (a scheduled full day of school).
There will be no school on Thursday, November 12th. Conferences will be scheduled between the
hours of 8 AM -8 PM. There is no school on Friday, November 13th to allow for cleaning and
disinfecting.
Parents will be required to complete a health screening, to sanitize and sign in at each room and to
wear a mask. In addition, all restrooms will be closed except for the lobby bathrooms. We are also
asking that children not attend the conferences. If you are not comfortable with in-person
conferences, you may schedule a virtual conference.
You may sign up for Parent Teacher Conferences on our Google Sheets page using the link
previously emailed to you by Tracey Shark. Please add your name and number but do not change
any other information. We have scheduled time for cleaning in between conferences.

Student Council News
One Thursday, November 19, students and Teachers will do a teacher/student swap day
for their Spirit Day. What that means is K-5 students may dress like a teacher and
teachers will dress like students!
Their service project for November will be making Christmas cards for the senior center.
They will also have student council meeting on Zoom that evening at 6:30 pm.
Student Leadership News
Middle school students in grades 6-8 may also dress for spirit day, November 19th. They
have chosen Pajama day.
Their service project for November will also be making Christmas cards for the senior
center.

Change to Hot Lunch Schedule
On Wednesday, November 25th, there will be no hot lunch. Students should pack a lunch that they
can eat in the classroom. We will have volunteers in the kitchen cooking Thanksgiving dinner on
Wednesday. Because of that, we will close off that part of the building to students. Following
Thanksgiving day meal pick ups, the building will be cleaned and disinfected.

Veterans Day Program
We will record a short Veterans Day program for parents and students to view, complete with our
Shamrock Band. If you know a Veteran that you would like to thank, please email their name to me
at lwilkowski@stbrigid-midland.org and I will include it in our program. Look for more information to
come out next week.

Emerald Evening
As you know, 2020 has been a year of unprecedented challenges and change. As a school, we are proud to
say that we have continued to help students learn despite a stay-at-home order, a major flood, and a global
pandemic. We are blessed to be back to face-to face learning and we are stronger despite the challenges.
However, we have had to rethink and reformat many of our yearly events.
One such event is our Emerald Evening. This is the school’s largest fundraiser for the year. It helps us to
keep our tuition low, helps us to fund our Guardian Angel Scholarships, to provide technology to enhance
instruction, and for other needs as they arise such as escape ladders for our second story classrooms.
Traditionally it has been an evening out at the Country Club with dinner and includes a live and silent auction
and a cash raffle. Because of the Coronavirus pandemic, we are planning a 100% contactless
celebration. We will hold a sponsored cash raffle to be drawn and announced on March 6, 2021 via
Facebook LIVE.
The raffle structure is as follows: 1,000 tickets will be sold for $100 each.
One - Grand Prize: $15,000
One - 2nd Place Prize: $5,000
Ten – 3rd Place Prizes: $1,000 each
******We will have Early Bird and seller promotions for some really great prizes!!!!!******
There are several ways that you can help us in our efforts. You can sponsor our cash raffle or maybe
know someone who owns a business that would be willing to be a raffle sponsor. Sponsorships of $1,000 or
more will get their business name printed on every raffle ticket! The deadline is 12/1/20 so please let us know
if you have anyone interested as soon as possible. You can purchase a raffle ticket in December when
they become available. Traditionally, tickets to the event would have been sold for $100 each. Now a $100
ticket allows you an opportunity to win a cash prize. You can also sell raffle tickets to those that you know. If
you don’t know anyone who might purchase a ticket, you can sell tickets after mass. We are asking each
family to sell ten tickets. Successfully selling all of our tickets, will generate $100,000 for our school!
Emerald Evening has generated over $100,000 each of the past two years and has reduced each student’s
tuition cost annually by $450. Because of the restrictions of the Coronavirus, this will be our sole
fundraiser for this year so all hands are needed to make this event successful.
One of the truly remarkable things about our school is the sense of community that exists. This is a
fabulous opportunity to be a part of something that benefits our Saint Brigid Community in so many

