Saint Brigid Newsletter– Sixty-Fifth Edition, 1/22/2020
At Saint Brigid of Kildare, nourished by the Word and Sacraments, we find life in Christ by
gathering disciples for worship, service, and education.
From the Principal’s Desk
Catholic Schools Week is rapidly approaching. As I reflect upon my own
Catholic Schools experiences and my children’s experiences, I would make
some of the following observations.
Catholic Schools have, as one of their many benefits, the gift of size. Because we typically keep
our class sizes smaller than classes in the public school, students are more likely to have a
differentiated approach to learning and are able to develop a greater sense of self. I was a skinny,
shy child. I remember clinging to my mom’s leg when I first started school. I also remember being
ahead of my peers because of the skills I absorbed while listening to my mother work with my sister.
How did my school, Immaculate Conception, help me to advance my skills? My teachers saw my
gift for reading and math and moved me up to the next grade level so that my abilities would
continue to grow. Because I was shy, I had a hard time talking to others without some guidance.
The teacher chose groups carefully to be sure that my pairings included students who would draw
more out of me. In addition, the teachers had me help other students in areas that were strengths
for me. This gave me a sense of confidence. Most importantly, my Catholic school experience has
given me a confidence of faith that has helped me through some tough times. I still remember bible
stories and songs that were specific to lessons that have proven timeless. To this day, the
Beatitudes, in particular, feel like a reminder to me of how I should live my life. I feel like my
confidence; my academic success and my faith are all a product of Catholic schools. I also felt
compelled to make a real difference in the world thanks to catholic school.
My own children are the products of Catholic Schools. My eldest is in high school where he is
excelling academically. He has a conscience that has been formed through faith and a confidence
in himself that, I know, was helped by being the big fish in a little pond for 9 years!
Our own Saint Brigid has many of these same benefits. Our small class sizes allow for increased
differentiation. We have a reading specialist to meet additional needs for reading and we, too,
send students from one grade to another if they are working ahead of expectations. We take a
centers-based approach to reading and math to allow for differentiation. We have a dedicated and
faith-filled staff. Our staff uses research-based methods to achieve success without the pressure
that statewide testing adds. Each grade has many wonderful experiences which we have recently
recorded on a “What Makes ___ Grade Special “ sheet to use for marketing purposes but served to
allow us to see how much we do to help our students.
As we begin our Catholic Schools Week, I want to remind you that the best marketers we have are
you, our parents. If you have had a wonderful experience, please share it with another or with us at
the school. Thank you for choosing Saint Brigid Catholic School. Thank you for the trust that you
place in us to educate your child in mind, body and soul. Thank you for supporting us with your
time, talents and treasure. I hope that Saint Brigid may be a blessing to you, your students, and
through your students, to the world!

Catholic Schools Week Begins
Sunday, January 31st kicks off our Catholic Schools Week with Mass at 11:30 am, celebrated by
Bishop Gruss and the students. Please join them in praying for all of the staff and students at Saint
Brigid Catholic School and Parish, as well across the Diocese of Saginaw, that we may continue our
mission of bringing students to Christ.
Monday, February 1
We kick off with Mass at 8:30 am to celebrate the Feast of Saint Brigid. Ministries will be done by
the 3rd grade class. As this first day is designed to celebrate the community, we will be asking for a
donation of $1.00 from each student, which will entitle them to a free dress day to be used on
Tuesday, February 2nd. The money collected today will benefit the Open Door. Finally, students will
make up care packages for our essential workers, complete with thank you cards and snacks. We
will conclude our Monday celebrations with prayer in the afternoon in conjunction with all other
students in the Diocese.
Tuesday, February 2
Today we celebrate our students with free dress, no homework and an afternoon of movies and
snacks!
Wednesday, February 3
On this day we celebrate the nation with prayer at the flagpole at 8:15 am and Mass to follow with
the 5th grade students. We will also announce the winner of the essay contest.
Thursday, February 4
Fr. Marc, Fr. Andy and Sr. José will help our students to learn more about vocations through a
vocations challenge called ‘Snakes and Ladders’.
Friday, February 5
On this day we celebrate all of our amazing Saint Brigid staff and volunteers by allowing staff to
dress casually and by providing them with lunch. We are asking for students to bring in a note of
thanks for the staff members in their lives who have made a difference! We end the week with a
“first EVER” school virtual game night- “Guess Who and Guess What” featuring clues about our
staff and school. There will be prizes for the winners!

March for Life

Kindergarten Open House

On Friday, January 22, 2021 our 7th & 8th
grade students celebrated Mass with Fr. Marc
Hopps to pray for the beauty and dignity of
every human life, that we value and protect the
unborn. The students then proceeded to
March for Life through downtown Midland.
While we are separated from other schools in
the Diocese due to COVID, we are joined
together to celebrate the value and
preservation of life. For more information on
the March for Life movement and the 2021
Washington March, visit
https://marchforlife.org/

Mark your
calendars!
February 11,
2021 at 6:00
pm is our
Kindergarten
Open House.
Kindergarten
Open House
is for any
families interested in learning more about our
2021-2022 kindergarten program. Come and
see why Saint Brigid Catholic School is a
special place for your child. Meet with Mrs.
Hollingshead, our kindergarten teacher, and
Mrs. Crawford, our paraprofessional to learn
about the magic of kindergarten! Spread the
word to your family and friends! They can
RSVP today by calling Ryan Delaney, in the
school office at 989-835-9481 ext.48

Re-Enrollment for the 2021-2022 School Year
A reminder to our currently enrolled families to log into your Skyward Family Access to re-enroll for
the Saint Brigid 2021-2022 school year. We have made the process easier by allowing you to
simply update your information and submit your forms electronically. Please be sure to do it soon,
as we will hold spots for you, but will soon open enrollment for all!
The steps to complete re-enrollment are as follows:
1. Log into Skyward Family Access
2. Click on “Go to 2021-2022 Online Re-Enrollment for (Student)”,
3. Complete all forms #1-5
4. Click attachments to complete the editable Word forms and email (or print) and return to Ryan
Delaney at rdelaney@stbrigid-midland.org or return to the school office
5. Submit online re-enrollment.
If you need assistance with either your Skyward login or password, please call Ryan Delaney at
989-835-9481, ext. 48.

Saint Brigid Spotlight

Gary Hollingshead Celebrates 30!
Gary Hollingshead, our Maintenance Supervisor, is celebrating his 30 th year at Saint Brigid Catholic
School. Please join us to take a moment to thank him for his many years of service. Gary’s job
description includes a long list of “and other duties as needed”. For each of his many roles, he
performs them all with care and with pride...and it shows.
Gary arrives at school while most are just waking up to disinfect the entire building, unlock all of the
classrooms, and turn on the lights. You can see him most every morning outside, coffee in-hand,
greeting and high-fiving, or during these times, elbow bumping students as they enter the building
and while supervising drop off. The rest of the day varies from day to day. Some of his other duties
include, cleaning and maintaining the building, scheduling and supervising the other maintenance
workers, regulating heating, ventilating and air conditioning systems, supervising and participating in
necessary painting and general repairs to plumbing, electrical, carpentry, windows, and general
mechanical areas, and eating lunch with the kindergarteners. These are but a fraction of his many
duties.
The truth is, our building is clean, safe and in good working order because of Mr. Gary. Saint Brigid
is better because of you, Gary, and we appreciate you very much! Your commitment to Saint Brigid
has been amazing. Congratulations on 30 years of service and may God continue to bless you for
the work that you do!

Open Enrollment
Open enrollment for new families begins on February 1st to kick off
Catholic Schools Week 2021! Our best marketing is YOU, our
current families! If you are willing to share your story, please call or
email Mrs. Wilkowski at 989-835-9481 ext49 or lwilkowski@stbrigidmidland.org. We will be posting open enrollment information on
Facebook each day next week. Please help us out and continue to
share them on your page to let other know about the wonderful this
happening at Saint Brigid Catholic School.

Box Tops

Amazon Smile

It’s that time again! BoxTops will be submitted
soon & we need YOUR help. Turn your
BoxTops into the school office by Tuesday,
February, 16, 2021. We raised $500 for our
school in 2020! Let’s do it again!

Do you shop Amazon? Make sure when you
shop Amazon, you do it using Amazon Smile.
AmazonSmile is an easy way to support Saint
Brigid every time you shop….at no cost to you!

NOTE*** Recent changes have been made to
the program, which has moved many products
to use the BoxTops app and scan your receipt
within 14 days of purchase. If you do not have
a smart phone or would rather not use the app,
please drop them into the BoxTop boxes at the
school and our
BoxTop volunteers
will be happy to help
out with the scanning.
Do remember they
MUST be scanned
within 14 days of the
purchase.

Use the link to easily find Saint Brigid Parish
and start generating donations now.
smile.amazon.com/ch/38-1513322

You can also donate items that we are in most
need of by using the AmazonSmile Charity
Lists!
Thank you for you constant and continued
support!

Scrip
Scrip = Free Money!!!
If you're new to scrip, you may wonder what in the world it is. Just think of it as free money with the
only "catch" being that you need to plan ahead a little bit. Last year, families earned over $8800 in
money for tuition and nearly $7000 for PTO! Scrip is a great way to make money for PTO and to
earn money towards your family's tuition, and it's EASY.
You buy a gift card from St. Brigid scrip program, say $100 for Meijer or Speedway, and you spend
that $100 card. However, because we can buy the cards at a discounted price, you earn a rebate
on the card purchase. For Meijer and Speedway, the rebate is 3% and 4% respectively, but some
retailers offer rebates up to 25%!
Once you earn $100 in rebates for PTO, 25% of further rebates go to PTO and 75% goes to your
family's tuition or if you prefer, to another family's tuition, Guardian Angel Scholarship Fund, or
PTO. Purchase cards for gas, groceries, coffee, eating out, gifts, and much more - even back to
school needs!
You can always order and pay electronically at shopwithscrip.com or by using new RaiseRight
app. Electronic scrip cards or reloads are available for Staples, Walmat, Meijer, Speedway,
Amazon, Target, and many, many more. We also sell physical gift cards at dismissal time on
Mondays and Fridays.
If you have any questions or want to volunteer, please email stbrigidscrip@hotmail.com.

